
 

 

August Recess Talking Points 
What is the ask?  
Cosponsor and pass the Truth and Healing Commission on Indian Boarding School Policies in 
the U.S. Act (H.R. 5444/S. 2907). 

What three talking points should you have in mind before meeting with your members of 
Congress about this? 

• This legislation would create the first formal commission in U.S. history to investigate 
and document the violence against Indigenous youth in federally sponsored boarding 
schools. 

• This bill is bipartisan and has support in both the House and Senate. 
• The faith community is committed to transparency with their records and accounts of 

administering these institutions and supports the subpoena power of the commission to 
conduct a thorough and meaningful investigation. 

Why does this issue matter? 

• In the 19th and early 20th centuries, hundreds of thousands of Native American children 
were placed by the federal government into Christian-run boarding schools that were 
meant to strip them of their culture. Countless human rights violations occurred in these 
boarding schools, and we don’t yet know the full scope of this violence and its impact on 
Indigenous communities today. 

• There were more than 400 boarding schools across the country. Human rights violations 
occurred at these schools, including physical and sexual assault. Death was so common 
that these schools had both marked and unmarked graveyards on site. Families and 
tribal nations deserve to have their children returned home. 

• Boarding schools were funded by the federal government and run by Christian 
denominations, including dozens that were run by the Religious Society of Friends. 

• If passed, the legislation would establish the first formal commission in U.S. history to 
investigate human rights violations and recommend further government action. 

• Now is the time to work in solidarity with tribal nations, tribal organizations, and the 
broader faith community to advance congressional efforts to establish a truth, 
reconciliation, and healing process for all those affected. 

Why is this important now/why is this important for YOU to lobby on? 
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• We have seen movement on this bill this summer, including hearings in Congress. There 
is growing momentum among Senate committee leadership to advance this legislation 
and bring it to the Senate floor later this year! This is a critical moment to place 
additional pressure on our legislators. 

• If your senator is on the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs, you have the perfect 
opportunity to ensure the bill passes through. If not, you will lobby your legislators to 
make sure they support the bill once it gets to the floor for a vote. 

What general pushback can we expect? 

Pushback: The commission should not have subpoena power (i.e. the power to legally 
require old boarding school records to be handed over to the commission).  

Response: Without this power, the commission will not be able to conduct a thorough 
investigation.  

Pushback: Why do we need a commission, given the Department of the Interior is engaged in 
its Boarding School Initiative?  

Response: The Interior Department is engaged in the process of cataloging school names, 
locations, burial sites, and identifying children. The commission would build on this work by 
investigating the policies and assimilation practices, attempted termination of cultures and 
languages of Indigenous peoples, and human rights violations that took place, and make 
recommendations for further congressional action. 

Pushback: Is this reparations?  

Response: It’s important to know that this bill does not mention reparations. The legislation 
creates a commission for investigative and recommendation purposes. 
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