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Quakers, Abortion, and the White Christian Problem 

DISCLAIMER 
I, Jeff Kisling, am a seventy-two year old white male, using he/him pronouns, living on traditional Ioway land. This is not 

an official document from anyone, rather just from myself. I have served nine years on the General Committee on 

National Legislation (FCNL) and am FCNL’s contact for my Quaker meeting, Bear Creek Friends, Iowa Yearly Meeting 

(Conservative). I am the clerk of Bear Creek Friends meeting. 

I’m writing this now because FCNL has asked Quaker meetings to discern whether FCNL should have a policy related to 

reproductive health. Currently because of lack of agreement among Quakers, FCNL does not have such a policy. But 

considering recent Supreme Court decisions, FCNL is asking whether we should now have such a policy.  

This weekend Bear Creek Friends Meeting will be discussing what our discernment is regarding abortion. That might be 

the first of many such meetings. FCNL has provided several queries (questions) to help guide the discussion. The first is: 

What does reproductive health care look like in the world that you and your community seek? 

This is a key question. Who is our community? I have become deeply involved in several communities since I moved to 

Iowa over five years ago. Some of those communities include Des Moines Mutual Aid and the Buffalo Rebellion, which 

include Black, Indigenous and other people of color (BIPOC). Mutual Aid is about pulling people into a community 

together. 

There are several statements below from some of my friends at the Great Plains Action Society (GPAS) that give an 

Indigenous view of these matters. Including that reproductive injustices are a White Christian problem. What do White 

Christian Quakers feel about that? 

Also, as I was looking for statements from Iowa Quakers related to reproductive justice, I came across an epistle from 

Iowa Yearly Meeting (Conservative) Young Friends. They wrote about giving voice to the Yearly Meeting’s theme of 

“Accompaniment and Giving Voice”: 

Accompaniment is, to us, a type of listening, and being there for those in need of care. We shared who we feel 

compelled to accompany, including racial and religious minorities, refugees, undocumented immigrants, 

victims of sexual assault and child abuse, people who choose to get abortions, LGBTQ people, and even people 

who may share different beliefs than us. We noted that it is still possible to listen and accompany people, 

while actively disagreeing with what they believe.  

I believe they are right; accompaniment is a good way to look at justice issues such as reproductive rights. 

One of my personal experiences related to abortion was when a friend asked me to accompany her to the clinic for her 

abortion procedure. She stated I was probably opposed to abortions, but felt she could ask me, anyway. I don’t know if I 

indicated a position on abortion. I just told her I would be glad to accompany her and I did.  

 

The White Christian Problem 
My Indigenous friends say the attacks on reproductive rights, against abortions, are coming from White Christians. What 

do White Quakers think about that? 
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Request for Discernment Regarding Reproductive Health and Abortion 
 

FCNL’s Policy Statement, The World We Seek, serves as our foundational document, outlining FCNL’s broad policy 

positions. 

Section III.2.7 of The World We Seek states that since Friends are not in unity on abortion issues, “FCNL takes no 

position and does not act either for or against abortion legislation.” 

After the Supreme Court’s ruling in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, overturning Roe v. Wade, the Policy 

Committee of FCNL’s General Committee heard concern from Friends around the country about FCNL’s lack of position 

on the issue of abortion. 

After the Supreme Court’s ruling in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, overturning Roe v. Wade, the Policy 

Committee of FCNL’s General Committee heard concern from Friends around the country about FCNL’s lack of position 

on the issue of abortion.  

FCNL’s Policy Committee is seeking the help of Friends in discerning what FCNL should say about reproductive health 

care in its policy statement. 

Queries and structure to support discernment. 

• What does reproductive health care look like in the world that you and your community seek? 

• How are the Quaker values and testimonies relevant to the issue of abortion? 

• Should the FCNL Policy Statement be revised on the issues of abortion and reproductive health and abortion? 

• If so, what should the Policy Statement say? 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Guidelines for Group Discernment 
Whether you are gathering in person, online, or in a hybrid format, we hope that your discernment will be spiritually 

grounded and a result of group conversations. These discussions may take many forms, including discernment by a 

committee, an informal group, or a First Day discussion topic. Some meetings or churches may adopt a minute 

expressing the sense of their group, although this is not a requirement. 

You may want to prepare for discernment by reading the pamphlet, A Guide to Dialogue About Abortion. Tools such as 

this can help your conversation honor the complexity and urgency surrounding this topic. 

https://whatisessential.org/resources/guide-dialogues-about-abortion 

To allow for the inclusion of a diversity of voices, we hope you will include people of different ages, backgrounds, and 

lived experiences in your discernment. Please identify at least one person who will submit your group’s responses. 

On behalf of the General Committee, the Policy Committee is seeking the help of Friends in discerning 

what FCNL should say about reproductive health care in its policy statement. 
 

  

https://www.fcnl.org/about/world-we-seek/world-we-seek-statement-legislative-policy
https://whatisessential.org/resources/guide-dialogues-about-abortion
https://www.fcnl.org/about/world-we-seek/legislative-priorities/request-discernment-regarding-reproductive-health-and-abortion
https://www.fcnl.org/about/world-we-seek/legislative-priorities/request-discernment-regarding-reproductive-health-and-abortion
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Dear Friends of Iowa Yearly Meeting Conservative and beyond,  
 

We began our Young Friends program talking about the theme of this year’s annual sessions, Accompaniment 

and Giving Voice. In the spirit of this theme, we have decided to “give voice” ourselves, and share more deeply 

with the greater Yearly Meeting through an epistle expressing our perspective as Young Friends. We spent 

almost an hour and a half in a worshipful discussion on Fourth Day morning, sharing deeply about our concerns 

for the world, what gives us hope, and what it means to accompany someone.  

Accompaniment is, to us, a type of listening, and being there for those in need of care. We shared who we feel 

compelled to accompany, including racial and religious minorities, refugees, undocumented immigrants, victims 

of sexual assault and child abuse, people who choose to get abortions, LGBTQ people, and even people who 

may share different beliefs than us. We noted that it is still possible to listen and accompany people, while 

actively disagreeing with what they believe.  

We spoke about many of our concerns with the modern world. The two that we kept returning to throughout 

the discussion was polarization in our society, and our clear concern on the changing climate and how it will 

affect our lives. We see the polarization in our society furthering a pattern of not listening to one another and 

encouraging a culture of hatred. We noted that by listening, we can often understand the struggles behind an 

opinion with which we disagree. We are also very concerned with the changing climate, and the displacement 

of people and wildlife that comes consequently. We recognize that a lot of the issues we care about are related 

to the environment, and that there will be an increase in poverty and war worldwide if we don’t actively try and 

reverse climate change. 

We also have a lot of hope for the future. We understand that we are living in an age of technological 

advancement, and while there are some negatives to this, we also see a lot of hope in what that might bring. 

We see that technology can be used as a tool to share ideas, connect with people across the globe, and find 

helpful information. We see that more medical advancements can be made, and that innovations could improve 

access to food, clean water, and quality of life for many worldwide. We find hope, often with the help of the 

internet and social media, in seeing people speaking their truth to power all over the world. This includes people 

speaking out for women’s rights, resisting ICE raids, being stewards to our planet, and our fellow young people 

leading the movement on gun reform.   

We appreciate the space IYMC gives us, to accompany and give our own voice. 

Love and light to all, 

IYMC Young Friends 2019 
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Approved Minutes of Iowa Yearly Meeting (Conservative) 
Selected responses to queries. 

HARMONY WITHIN THE MEETING 
Query: 

• What can we do to deepen our relationships with one another?  

• How does gender affect the way we relate to each other?  

• How does our meeting balance the needs for honesty and kindness?  

• What topics do we avoid for the sake of unity?  

• When in conflict with others, do we cultivate a forgiving spirit?  

• Do we look to that of God in ourselves and seek to address that of God in those with whom we disagree?  

2012 
Selected Response:  

The question of harmony brought to mind a member who has not attended for a few years and whether the disharmony 

of that time contributed to the situation. As a meeting we feel we have become more harmonious in the past few years, 

and not by keeping our opinions to ourselves. We take more time to share about life events, books, conferences, our jobs 

– and about how these are shaping our spiritual lives. This sharing has increased our trust in each other, which in turn 

encourages more sharing. Though it is informal, the sharing really helps us deepen our relationships and examine our 

actions and opportunities from a spiritual point of view. Some of our best communication happens during after-worship 

discussions, especially when we did Bible study which offered chances to explore and voice our personal theologies. There 

are topics we don’t agree on and don’t discuss often, such as salvation, resurrection, reincarnation, gay rights, abortion, 

sex, and extra-terrestrial life. We feel that because we do trust one another, we can and should take more time to talk 

about these issues. After all, we come together to worship because we believe our corporate discernment of God is more 

reliable than individual efforts. We believe we help each other to increase the “measure of Light” that is given to us. The 

meeting is one of the legs of the stool of our understanding of God. If we are not asking the meeting to help us understand 

really difficult questions, then we are missing that leg and our stool will be wobbly at best. 

2010 
Selected Response: 

We still struggle at times with gender roles in our meeting, particularly as they relate to certain responsibilities and 

committee positions. Some topics that we might tend to avoid were mentioned: abortion, same-sex marriage (although 

our meeting did work through this a number of years ago and is generally supportive), and even traditional understandings 

of the Bible and Jesus.  

The question was, do we have to have unity on all things to move forward together? We come to meeting for what we do 

have in common: seekers following a path of how to operate in the world, without necessarily having the same beliefs. 

We have in common to respect life and 27 love our neighbors as ourselves. Together we are on this path, with specific 

beliefs somewhat irrelevant. 
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MEETING FOR BUSINESS (2011) 
Query:  

• How can we hold our meeting for business in the spirit of love, understanding and patient search for unity without 

becoming frustrated by differences of opinion or the pressures of time? 

• How do we respond when no one else in the meeting seems to hold the views that we do on an issue?  

• How do we respond to a dissenting minority?  

• How do we share responsibilities among Friends in our meeting?  

• How do we serve our meetings? 

Selected Response: 

Discerning clerks are a great help in bringing out the sense of the meeting and the individual feelings. This discernment 

helps the process of making decisions and the smooth running of the meeting from being so laborious. It is the duty of 

clerks to bring forth issues and encouraging discussion on what we should do about them. Sometimes problems don’t 

come to the surface until they are a significant problem.  

Do we have problems? Do topics come up that cause division? Of course, and it is always easy to find wedge issues. Topics 

on which we have not easily found consensus include where we are meeting, abortion, homosexual and transgender 

issues. A sense of respect for each individual’s views is demonstrated in the meeting by the fact that we don’t actively 

avoid wedge topics. When someone differs from the rest, often an offer to stand aside is put forward. Individuals should 

respect the fact that they are getting out of the way of the group and continue to respect the individual and their differing 

ideas or leanings, while acknowledging their willingness to set aside their wants. 

 

CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY (2018) 
• What conflicts do we perceive between the laws of the State and our religious convictions?  

• How do we resolve those conflicts in our lives?  

• In what ways do we assume responsibility for the government of our community, state, nation and world?  

• How do we share our convictions with others?  

• Do we express our opinions with courage, yet with love, mindful of the Divine Spirit within everyone?  

• How do we maintain our integrity when we find ourselves in a position of power?  

• How do we respond when we feel powerless?  

• Do we really respect and help those we seek to serve?  

• Are we careful to reach our decisions through prayer and strengthen our actions with worship?  

• Are we open to divine leadings? 

Selected Response: 

Initial discussion centered around the inappropriate use of the phrase “Friends believe”. Since we do not have a dogma, 

but rather agree on the process of seeking together with respect for the views of others, there is no universal “belief”. 

We’ve been asked to comment on changes that should be made to our queries, and this is one that bears further 

discussion. This led to the importance of language and the responsibility to choose carefully how we state matters of faith, 

speaking always lovingly to others, even if differing in belief. In considering whether … those whose beliefs or actions 

include violence would be welcome to worship within our community, there were doubts, though some felt that hateful 

attitudes in peaceful worship might be brought into the Light. 

 …  
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Our discussion of this query centered around several political issues that are currently prominent in the news. One person 

spoke of their mixed emotions about the recently passed more stringent requirements to the state abortion law. Another 

shared her personal experiences of working in a county hospital where she saw abuse of the legal right to an abortion and 

consequently felt strongly that the seemingly arbitrary taking of human life should not be condoned by the government. 

Another felt concern that there seemed to be a lack of understanding in Congress and the legislature of the economic 

conditions that effect personal decisions on many levels. 

 

A Theological Perspective on Quaker Lobbying by Margery Post Abbott 

Conflicting Moral Testimonies  
 

The “law of love” in Jesus’ words includes loving one’s enemies as well as one’s friends. To live that way as an individual 

is difficult and, at times, dangerous. To live that way as a community is complex and raises hard questions: Can I protect 

myself from being seriously harmed or killed? Can I protect a small child? What is the role of the police? What is the proper 

response of nations that perceive a threat? What if they are attacked? Does the international community have a 

responsibility to stop genocide? Should abortion be legal?  

Quakers have faced many hard moral choices. In the 19th century, many men had to weigh in their hearts the imperative 

to free slaves and their long-standing witness against taking up arms to fight in the U.S. Civil War.  

Similarly, in the 20th century their peace witness was tested by the need to confront the evils of Adolf Hitler. Some did 

fight. Others acted to save lives, such as through the underground railroad to help slaves reach freedom or the 

Kindertransport program which rescued 10,000 Jewish children.  

A community that seeks to live close to the kingdom of God must ask itself what it means to say “Blessed are you who are 

poor” and “Woe to you who are rich” (Luke 6:20, 24) and ask itself what a society shaped by these statements might look 

like. Yet Christians interpret these and other statements by Jesus in a variety of ways.  

One example is in the reading of Jesus’ initial description of his ministry: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he 

has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight 

to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor” (Luke 4:18,19). A THEOLOGICAL 

PERSPECTIVE ON QUAKER LOBBYING 31  

Some people read this statement as being about individual salvation and freedom from the imprisonment of sin and, thus, 

a call to go forth and bring people into acceptance of Jesus as their savior. Others think Jesus is calling on us to end poverty 

and aid the oppressed, no matter who they are. Is the “good news” solely about an inward and personal process? Does it 

point to an upheaval of society and a redistribution of wealth and power?  

Many Friends understand Jesus’ work to embrace both an inward and an outward movement. Early Friends had no doubt 

about the inward work of Christ’s Light. They experienced liberating personal transformations, and they preached freedom 

from sin. At the same time, they witnessed against the accumulation of wealth and power that oppressed their nation and 

drew people away from doing God’s will.  

In some ways, Friends are biblical literalists. Most famously, they took the charge to “swear not at all” quite literally, 

despite being fined or thrown in prison as a consequence. To do otherwise was to violate God’s law. Similarly, many 

Friends take literally the injunction against killing and will not do violence to another person no matter what the 

provocation or the immediate consequences. 
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A Fight for the Land and our Bodies 
If the argument for banning abortion is to “protect all life,” then instead of targeting people in situations where it may 

save their life, why not implement this in all other forces of life like the environment? I found it hypocritical that pro-life 

people shouted “Life wins!”, at the overturning of Roe V. Wade, when at the time the earth was on fire in some places of 

the world. So I ask, whose life is winning when the future is at stake in our current climate crisis? Surely it isn’t the plants 

that keep us in good health and help us breathe, the animals being forced to migrate from their natural habitats due to 

extractive practices, or those that are threatened extinction due to human sport.   

If we’re following the argument of “protect all human life, " what are we to do about school shootings? What about police 

brutality? What about the thousands of unsolved Missing Murdered Indigenous Relatives cases? All of which involve 

firearms to an extent. People are being forced to have children that they cannot afford because of the society we live in 

today, where it costs money to breathe in some places. Children become lost in the foster system and no longer know 

who they are. As it stands, the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) is under attack and at the hands of the US Supreme Court.   

So we revert. We fall back onto our Indigenous knowledge and teachings that have led Indigenous people for generations. 

Lessons that were almost forgotten due to the implementation of colonial systems. Even now, that is under threat, with 

things like Critical Race Theory falling into place and banning education on race, ethnicity, and gender studies. It forbids 

the teaching of the truth.  

While many use the land as a resource to use and extract from, Indigenous people do not share that ideology. We 

acknowledge the Earth as our mother, the one who takes care of us as we have with her. The way we treat the land is a 

reflection of how we treat ourselves. That being said, as the climate crisis grows, so will the health crises. The fight to hold 

our reproductive rights and the fight to preserve the planet are the same. Birth is equivalent to extraction. What have we 

learned about extractive practices on this earth? It has led to poisoned water, radiation poisoning, and waste. Sure, it 

creates profit, but where’s the use in capitalistic practices when you can’t buy a secure future?   

“Lack of abortion access comes from a deep-seated issue that stems from the fact that the United States is a country 

founded on Christian values and one that has never truly separated church from state. We are facing an end to the body 

sovereignty of half the US population because Christian fundamentalists still possess powerful positions in government 

and large corporations that lobby to end abortion.” - Sikowis, Founder of Great Plains Action Society  

The fight for reproductive rights is one for a safe future for everyone, not just the wealthy. The United States has a white 

Christian problem, and we need to change that. One of the ways you can start the change is by voting and encouraging 

those around you to vote in the next election. Remember that when you fight for reproductive rights, you also fight for 

the earth and her existence.   

Defend Land and Body Sovereignty by Alexandrea Walker 

https://www.greatplainsaction.org/single-post/a-fight-for-the-land-and-our-bodies 

  

https://www.greatplainsaction.org/single-post/a-fight-for-the-land-and-our-bodies
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End the White Christian Problem and Keep Abortion Legal 
Lack of abortion access comes from a deep-seated issue that stems from the fact that this is a country founded on 

christian values and one that has never truly separated church from state. We are facing an end to the body sovereignty 

of half the US population because christian fundamentalists still possess powerful positions in government and large 

corporations that lobby to end abortion.  

The fact is that the christian god is a violent misogynistic hater that should not be involved in the business of regulating 

wombs. We need to talk about what is at the heart of the abortion issue and that is the white christian problem. If we 

end the white christian problem we keep abortion legal, and also take a huge step forward in abolishing homophobia 

and misogyny. 

Great Plains Action Society, June 10, 2022 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/GreatPlainsActionSociety/posts/3158300234457702
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Open Letter re: Abortion Rights 
 

An Open Letter to Iowa Representatives, 

In light of the recently leaked Supreme Court document, it is vitally 

important that our legislators act now to codify the right to 

abortion. As an Indigenous, community-driven organization, we are 

compelled to speak out on this issue, as Indigenous people will be 

disproportionately harmed by the repeal of Roe vs. Wade. 

Furthermore, we reject any and all efforts by the White-Christian 

settler-colonial heteropatriarchy to impose authority over our 

Indigenous bodies. 

Indigenous people have been fighting the colonization of our bodies 

and our families for as long as we’ve been fighting colonization. Our 

history includes periods of time when we were denied our humanity 

and our right to bodily autonomy. Our children were taken, our 

babies were stolen, we were sterilized without consent. Still today, our children are removed from homes and are 

disturbingly overrepresented in the foster care system. This is a fight we’ve been fighting for centuries. While we’re not 

about to give up, we need everyone to come together to ensure that all people have the right to control over their own 

body. 

We are coming at the need for guaranteed legal abortion rights from an Indigenous standpoint. We hope that people 

across Iowa reach out and express the need for abortion rights from their own perspective. Everyone knows someone 

who has had an abortion, or will need an abortion. Moreover, everyone has a body. We know what it’s like to make 

decisions about our body, or what it feels like to have things happen to our bodies that we didn’t choose. We know what 

it’s like to have to make difficult decisions about our bodies. And we know that those decisions are ours to make, and 

that our right to make decisions about our body is not something that anyone should be able to take from us.  

It is so important that we act now to legally guarantee the right to abortion. Representatives need to take action to see 

that abortion rights are written into law. Given the state of our legislature, it’s sadly likely that laws preserving the legal 

right to abortion will be passed. We need to try though. We need to make it clear that this is a right we will not stop 

fighting for. 

Great Plains Action Society 

https://www.greatplainsaction.org/single-post/open-letter-re-abortion-rights 

 

  

https://www.greatplainsaction.org/single-post/open-letter-re-abortion-rights
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I’d like to mention that in discussions I’ve had with Indigenous friends about the Indian residential schools I mentioned 

the Friends Committee on National Legislations letter writing tools, which help people compose letters about legislative 

issues, and gets those letters to the appropriate Congressional offices (via email). As a result, Great Plains Action Society 

published the following so their people could use this tool related to a “Support the Establishment of a Truth and 

Healing Commission on Indian Boarding Schools: Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL).” 

These are examples of how we can work together. And how we can build Mutual Aid communities to support each 

other. 

 

Open Letter Campaign: Truth and Healing with Friends 
 

Support the Establishment of a Truth and Healing Commission on Indian Boarding Schools: Friends Committee on 

National Legislation (FCNL) 

As children are returning to school, we are reminded that school has not always been a safe place for Native children. 

For many years, Native children were taken from their homes and placed in government and religious run institutions 

with the aim of stripping away their Native language, culture, and identity. We are only now beginning the painful 

process of bringing home the children left in unmarked graves at the boarding schools they were sent to (U.S. report 

identifies burial sites linked to boarding schools for Native Americans). We are still working on healing the damage of 

boarding school and intergenerational trauma (American Indian Boarding Schools Haunt Many : NPR). Healing from the 

damage caused by the boarding school system will require effort by not just those harmed, but the institutions that did 

the harming. There is great work being done by our comrades at the Friends Committee On National Legislation (Native 

Americans | Friends Committee On National Legislation). For this edition of our Open Letter Campaign, we are directing 

you to a letter from our friends at FCNL to help you in urging your representatives to  support  the Truth and Healing 

Commission on Indian Boarding School Policies in the United States Act (S. 2907/H.R. 5444). 

The following is courtesy our much appreciated Quaker friends: 
It is long overdue for the United States to acknowledge the historic trauma of the Indian boarding school era. In the 19th 

and early 20th centuries, Christian churches collaborated with the government to create hundreds of boarding schools 

for Native American children. The conditions at these schools, some of them Quaker-run, were unspeakable. 

Now we must work with tribal nations to advance congressional efforts to establish a federal commission to formally 

investigate boarding school policy and develop recommendations for the government to take further action. Although 

the wrongs committed at these institutions can never be made right, we can start the truth, healing, and reconciliation 

process for the families and communities affected as we work to right relationship with tribal nations. 

Remind your members of Congress of their responsibility to tribal nations and urge them to support the Truth and 

Healing Commission on Indian Boarding School Policies in the United States Act (S. 2907/H.R. 5444). 

https://www.greatplainsaction.org/single-post/open-letter-campaign-truth-and-healing-with-friends
https://www.greatplainsaction.org/single-post/open-letter-campaign-truth-and-healing-with-friends

